Groundhog Day
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February 2 is Groundhog Day in the United States. According to tradition, if the groundhog sees his shadow on this day, he will go back to his hole to sleep and winter will last six more weeks. If he does not see his shadow, winter will end and spring will come soon.

The most famous groundhog lives in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, in the eastern part of the United States. His name is Punxsutawney Phil. Every year, a group of men from Punxsutawney dress up in nineteenth-century clothing to preside over the Groundhog Day ceremony with Punxsutawney Phil. Punxsutawney Phil has been predicting the end of winter since 1887. This year, Punxsutawney Phil predicted winter would end soon.

You can see the 2011 Punxsutawney Groundhog Day ceremony in video 1. This year’s ceremony took place four days before the Super Bowl, an American football game that is the biggest sporting event in the United States. In the video, the man who declares Punxsutawney Phil’s prediction also proclaims that the Pittsburgh Steelers, a nearby football team, would be competing in the Super Bowl.
